From SL-Lists  http://www.latrobe.edu.au/education/sl/slwelcome.html
Netiquette from Student Lists
E-Mail has a certain etiquette which is often called "netiquette". Pay attention to the following rules to help guarantee success and good relations.

1. All the people on the lists are students like you. They are probably new to this as well. So please don't be afraid to post messages. It will be a great learning experience.

2. Be positive. If somebody says something you like, tell him or her, either by commenting to the whole group, or by sending him or her an individual reply. If you disagree with the person, try to do so in a constructive rather than negative way.

3. Be polite. On a list like this, with people from many cultures, it can be easy to have misunderstandings. Try to be polite and friendly in your postings.

4. Humor is appreciated, but again, please be polite. Avoid comments which could offend or confuse people of other cultures.

5. Remember: if it's of individual or personal interest, send a reply to the person who posted the message (just use the reply option on your system). If you think it might be of general interest, post a message to the whole group.

6. Let people know what you're going to be talking about. Make sure your posting has a clear and descriptive entry on the "Subject" line.

7. Keep it short. Some students have to pay to get their e-mail! So keep your messages brief--no more than 2 screens. The LISTSERV will not accept messages that are longer than 50 lines or so.

8. Don't post too often! There is a limit of two postings per day per student with a maximum of five postings in a week.

9. Identify yourself. List your name, school, and e-mail address briefly at the end of your posting. Some e-mail systems do not include the "header" so other people may not see it.

10. If you are referring to another person's comments, it is usually a good idea to quote that person. On some systems the "forward" feature will help you do this. However, please EDIT out that person's header and any other information which is not relevant, to avoid clutter and wasted space. Under no circumstances should the quoted material be longer than your own comments!

11. Try to make the right comments to the right list. If you want to discuss movies, you should join and post to MOVIE-SL. If you want to discuss music, join and post to MUSIC-SL. If you want to discuss general topics, join and post to CHAT-SL or DISCUSS-SL. BUT -- do not 'cross post.' Send your message to ONLY ONE list!

12. Keep in mind that people all over the world will be reading your comments. If your comments will only be clear for people from your own country, provide more background information.

13. The SL Lists are "unmoderated". This means that what members post goes directly to the membership, unedited and uncensored. We are strongly committed to maintaining an uncensored list. In particular, please refrain from using obscene language.

Please feel free to discuss any topic that you believe is appropriate for this list. Be aware, however, that the SL List subscribers may not share your views on such topics as politics, religion, or sex. Such topics should discussed in a courteous and sensitive manner.

The use of hateful, hostile or angry language toward other participants is not permitted on the SL lists, nor is obscene language such as swearing. Those who insist on using such language will be removed from the lists.

If you find something posted on the list objectionable, you have every right to voice your objections.....but not in public. Please express your complains in private to the person responsible. You can also, of course, simply throw out (unread) all mail from that writer.

If the tone of certain postings continues to annoy you, you can turn to the people who run the list. However, please remember that we strongly prefer to keep the list free and uncensored and are extremely reluctant to act as policemen.

14. On e-mail, you cannot see people's faces. So people often use symbols to make their points. * or capital letters can give emphasis. For example, "That was a *great* movie". Or "That was a GREAT movie." (Or "That was a g-r-e-a-t movie.")

Then there are the famous "sideways" symbols: 

  
:-)  (a smile)    ;-)  (a wink)    :-(  (a frown)

There are also a lot of common e-mail abbreviations. Two of the most popular are:

           BTW  (By the way)       IMHO   (In my humble opinion)
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