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Resources for Writing and Writing Instruction
Writing-related resources abound on the Internet. Some of the following resources were designed for use with ESL/EFL students and some for native speakers. Explore these sites to find many ideas for writing assignments as well as handouts that can be used in the classroom for writing instruction.

General Writing Resources 

Writing Resources for English Language Teachers of Ohio University is a great place to start your search for writing resources. John McVicker manages the following categories of links: Online Writing Resources, Tips for writers, Organization and style, Mechanics, The Writing Process, Topics for Writing, Research and Writing, Writing for Special Purposes, and Other Resources at http://www.ohiou.edu/esl/english/writing.html 

Purdue University On-line Writing Lab (OWL)- A super writing resource, this lab includes comprehensive handouts and on-line materials for ESL/EFL writing instruction as well as comprehensive links to other writing related sites. http://owl.english.purdue.edu

· Writing Across the Curriculum and Writing in the Disciplines - Also part of Purdue University OWL, but listed separately here for those wanting assistance in integrating writing into content-based courses. Also links to other programs with WAC materials http://owl.english.purdue.edu/teachers/WAC.html

· OWL Handouts: An Outline of all the Documents (over 130 available) and includes a section specific to ESL as well as General Writing Concerns, Writing Research Papers & Citing Sources, Writing in the Job Search, Professional Writing, Parts of Speech , Sentence Construction, Punctuation, and Spelling http://owl.english.purdue.edu/writers/by-topic.html 

Writer's Web - A collaborative project from the University of Richmond, this site includes an extensive array of Internet writing resources/activities in the following categories: Generating Ideas, Drafting & Organizing, Papers, Focusing & Connecting Ideas, Creating and Supporting an Argument, Editing a Draft, Punctuation, Sentence Structure & Mechanics, Editing for Clarity & Style, Using Sources Effectively, Documentation, and Peer Editing Strategies. http://www.urich.edu/~writing/wweb.html

Paradigm Online Writing Assistant -Contains both discovery and editing activities. Designed so students can copy and paste to a word processor and complete activities there. Materials available on informal, exploratory, argumentative essays and more. Authored by an English prof. at Boise State University. http://www.idbsu.edu/english/cguilfor/paradigm/

Writing Den - Teacher's guide explains how to use this resource designed for Grades 7-12. Students expand vocab. and develop writing skills as they explore cultural, historical and scientific topics. This site is contains activities designed to be used on-line by students, but the articles and photos could also be used in hard copy form in the classroom. http://www2.actden.com/writ_den/index.htm

Only a Matter of Opinion - This site focuses on different genres of journalistic writing. Perhaps the best way to use the resource is to look at the site map. The main sections of the site include Editorials, Commentary/Columns, and Editorial Cartooning. There is also a more general section entitled, "Art of Writing." Each section contains an introduction, how to write, models, lesson plans and resources. http://library.advanced.org/50084/index.shtml

Business Writing Resources
Business English for Teachers and Learners by Linda Thalman at http://www.wfi.fr/volterre/businessenglish.html This page was developed for a presentation on 20 September 1997 called "Business, Breakfast and the Internet". Many good links for anyone doing content-based instruction in business. Also several links specific to business writing in the " Learning and Teaching Business English" section of her page. 

Internet Based Projects For Business, Networking by Leslie Opp-Beckman and Kay Westerfield. An extensive resource of business projects with Internet support + terrific bibliography (all hypertext links!) at http://babel.uoregon.edu/aei/esp/tcis.html

Academic Essay Forms
Academic Essay Forms collected by Ohio U. at 

http://www.tcom.ohiou.edu/ OU_Language/english/writing.html#organization include: 

· Argumentative Essays (Victoria University of Technology) 

· Comparison/Contrast Essays (St. Cloud State University) 

· Critiques (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute); 

· Descriptive Essay (St. Cloud State University) 

· Expository Essay (U. of Victoria) 

· Expository Writing (San Diego State University) 

· Expository Essays (University of St. Thomas) 

· Extended Definition (St. Cloud State University) 

· Informal Essay (U. of Victoria) 

· Narrative Essays (St. Cloud State University) 

· Persuasive Essays (University of St. Thomas) 

· Persuasive Essay (U. of Victoria) 

· Process Essays (St. Cloud State University) 

· Reaction Essay (St. Cloud State University) 

Additional Resources and On-line Articles:
The Paperless Classroom? Although truly paperless classrooms may not be feasible, technological advancements make this a possibility in the near future. In this article, Tom Robb discusses the trade-offs between paper and electronic submission of writing. Interesting sections on responding to students (ways to do it) electronically + ways for students to submit http://www.kyoto-su.ac.jp/information/tesl-ej/ej09/int.html
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