Tandem Learning

While at first glance it might seem that native speakers would be the ideal choice for partners, consideration has to be given to what the other party would gain from the partnership. While your students' focus will most likely be on the language, correspondence with native partners will most often place your students considerably out of their depth. One way that NSs correspondence has been shown to work is with tandem' pairings, where both partners are seeking help in learning the other's native language. See the following URL for further details (eTandem Europe http://www.slf.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/email/infen.html)



Learning in tandem is a form of open learning, where people with different native languages work together in pairs in order 

to learn each other's language. 

to learn more about their partner and his culture. 

to exchange knowledge - e.g. about their professions. 



The Tandem project even has suggested activities, which can be accessed from the following menu on their home page. 



Activity Groups: 

1. Getting to know each other better 

2. Cultural differences and similarities 

3. This is what it's like in our country 

4. Studying and working in the two countries 

5. Points of view 

6. Making up stories 

7. Linguistic DIY 

8. More creative activities 

9. The art of good communication 

10. A mark of independence 

11. Simulation 
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