What can Email Do in CALL?

Email as a Communication Medium

	Activities
	Purposes / Advantages

	Student to teacher

· asking and answering questions

· progress reports and updates 

· writing journals

Teacher to students

· making announcements

· giving assignments

· giving feedback 

Students to students 

· social events and announcements 

· pen-pal exchanges (see Netiquette) 

(one-to-one or class-to-class)

(*How to create your own mailing groups)


	· To increase student-teacher interaction 

(Email is especially good for shy students to have another channel to express themselves and ask questions.)

· To help students develop electronic communication skills 

· To focus on the tasks of communicating and collaborating with peers and teachers

· To save class time for assignments and announcements 

· To monitor students’ progress




Email as a Learning/Teaching Tool

	Activities
	Purposes / Advantages

	In a single class 

· Chain stories

· Guess Who? Where? (information gap activities)

· Sample Email Assignments 
· Join Discussion Boards
· Join Listservs 

· SL-Lists: International EFL/ESL Email student discussion lists for college and adult students

· Kidlink: a global dialog for the youth through the secondary school level all over the world

Class-to-Class 

You can find a partner class from some pen-pal websites.

· Collaborative projects 

· Tandem learning
(To learn each other’s language and culture, and to exchange each other’s life experience)

* Find more information about writing web resources in Resources for Writing and Writing Instruction.

	- To motivate and encourage writing 

· To have a real audience to write to while practice writing

· Good for process writing: brainstorming, outlining, first draft, revising, editing, and  final draft. 

· To enhance student autonomy 

· To enhance cross-cultural understanding  while using language for authentic purposes




| back |

Think about what you can do with email in your own classes. Try to develop some email activities particularly related to the webpages you are working on now. 

Your email activities:

	


